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Tina and Oscar De La Renta
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Kelly Cook and Tina Chen Craig have
had an excellent year. As the wonderful
creators of Bag Snob, a website that
combines their two favorite hobbies: bags
and blogging, these two go-getting ladies
have gone from socialites to handbag
royalty. Living Well chatted with them to
find out more about their hugely popular
website www.bagsnob.com and aﬂ things
handbags. By Zena Khoury
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an you tell us a bit
about yourselves?
Kelly: We met at
University of Southern
California and also
graduated from there with business
degrees. Kelly went to 7" Ave in
NYC and worked for Mark Eisen, the
South African fashion designer. There
were many career changes for me,
including stock broker, internet start-
up business plan writer, online retailer,
manufacturing, motherhood, and
finally blogger!
Tina: I owned my own international
trading company in Taiwan but ended
up on TV instead. I was a V] for MTV
Asia as well as the host for various shows
(food, fashion and lifestyle).
Honestly, we love bagsnob! How
did you come up with such a
fantastic idea?
Kelly: It was actually my husband, Rich
Cook, who gave us the idea. We were
both new moms and driving ourselves
crazy being at home. He suggested that
instead of spending hours on the phone
with each other talking about bags, start
a blog about bags and write it all down.
So that’s what we did. We write as if we
are talking to each other.
Looking back, did you know it was go-
ing to be such a hit? Why do you think
you’ve become such a huge success?
No. It was a creative diversion for us in
the beginning. We knew we would have
readers but had no idea there would be
such a cult following. But looking back, it
is clear that our success was as much luck
as it was hard work. We were the first bag
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Paddington. Since
then, people have
tried to strike
out and be more
independent and
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“The laSt true ‘it, blog that focused
was the Chloe exclusively on the

luxury end and
we also came in
at a time when
the importance
of “it bags” hit
its peak. We
always knew the
obsession women
had with bags
was boundless, as
was clear by our
monthly credit
card bills since our early 20s.

With all sorts of handbag styles
and designs popping up, do you
really believe that there is an “it”
bag? If so, how do you define it?
The Fendi Baguette was the first “it” bag,
which Carrie Bradshaw risked her life to
save when a mugger tried to steal it. If a
bag means that much, you know it must

having an
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be “it!” The last true “it” bag was the
Chloe Paddington. Since then, people
have tried to strike out and be more
independent to avoid having an “it” bag,
so the trend kind of killed itself.

Which purse, right now, blends the
old with the new, is a classic, and
will probably stick around for a
while yet?

Chanel! There are a lot of new materials
being made in the classic flap, like new
striped patent, novelty fabrics, even the
Union Jack (although that would not

be a total classic). They are doing new
strap designs, braided chains, three small
links, and even one with the iconic Coco
Chanel multi strand pearl and chains
look. You cannot go wrong with Chanel,
buy one and it is a lifelong friend.

What should we look for when
investing in a bag? Do you have
any shopping tips you can give us?
If you spend more than §2,000 on a bag,
it should be a classic that will survive this
decade. Again, Chanel is always safe but
we also love Bottega Veneta, Valextra,
and Hermes. An exotic is also a good in-
vestment piece but make sure the shape
will endure and that it is not in fuchsia.
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We get this question a lot so we have
come up with a formula, an actual list of
5 Essential Bags:

1. The Everyday—Usually a tote that is
roomy and full of function. My current
favorite is Tod’s Softy. I have it in a
seasonal teal but for Fall they are doing
it in taupe which is the “it” color for

the season. It is the most comfortable
and easy to use bag, the loosely braided
double straps are spongy so even if you
are carrying rocks, it feels like feathers
on your shoulders. Amazing!

2. The Treasure—An exotic skin or the
Hermes Birkin, or better yet a crocodile
Birkin—something that will make your
heart palpitate every time you bring it
out and is something that is a collector’s
piece. Think Sotheby’s auction.

3. The Trend—This is a pure
indulgence to get your groove on for the
season. I loved the Marni balloon bag
in green or purple for S/S but haven’t
found one for Fall yet.

4. The Evening Clutch—Every girl
needs a nice clutch for the evening, even
if it is just a dinner out. It is easy to glam
up a little black dress with a fabulous
exotic clutch or even a simple brightly
colored satin one. I love my YSL Muse
clutch in lizard.

5. The Travel-This is another functional
bag but instead of boring black nylon, get
something vibrant and festive to get your trip
off to an exciting start. For the summer, my
pick is the Smythson of Bond Street linen
travel bag with azur croc trim. The linen is
lightweight, something your tired body will
appreciate and the bright trim is fabulous,
something your vanity will appreciate.

“If you spend more
than $2,000 on a
bag, it should be
a c%assic that will

survive this decade”

What are some of the major bag
trends for Fall/Winter 2008?
More exotic, less ginormous. A lot of
designers are making entry level bags to
make their bags more accessible. Instead of
an all croc, they will do croc trim on leather.
There are also a lot of novelty fabrics and
clutches. Is it the economy? Or are they
trying to hook the young consumers? A bit
of both, I imagine.
Would you ever start designing
bags at some point?
We thought of doing
g | that but we are having
i 3 so much fun doing what
we do now so why ruin
« it? Right now we get to
enjoy our lives and do

something we love. There are just too
many complications with manufacturing
and sales.

Who is your favorite designer at
the moment? Why?

YSL. There are many bags that are
amazing which are hard to come by all in
one season. I already mentioned the Muse
Clutch but also the Muse, which is the
closest thing to an “it” bag these days. The
downtown, the Uptown, and the Marjorelle
are all bags that are not only Snob worthy
but bags the Bag Snobs obsessed over and
own multiples of.

Any exciting plans for Bagsnob (or
other wise) you can share with us?
We signed with Creative Artists Agency
and began our endeavor of a com-

plete media takeover. We just finished
shooting our first web shows (called
webisodes!), which will first appear on
our site and hopefully find their way to
cable. We interview designers, stylists,
beauty experts, and do “How-Tos” on
these shows. m
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